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1. A method for substantially preventing the coagulation
of blood in a sy'rihge for at least a predetermined time

period while reducing inaccuracies in the determination

of the free calcium ion concentration of the blood,
comprising:

providing a predetermined amount of a heparin salt
which will substantially prevent coagulation of blood;
providing a predetermined amount of a water-soluble
filler material;

combining said heparin salt and said filler material;
making a plurality of pledgets consisting essentially
of said heparin salt and said filler material, each of
sald pledgets having an amount of filler material
sufflcient to allow for process and handling of said

pledget to properly placé it in a syringe; .

placing one of the pledgets in a syringe;

obtaining a blood sample in said syringe such that the
concentration of heparin in the blood sample is less
than about 20 U;S.P. units per milliliter of blood;
inputting at least portions of said blood sample from
said syringe into a testing apparatus for analyzing
said blood sample portions; and

determining the free calcium ion concentration
associated with said blood sample portions in the
absence of a free ion compensating additive while
reducing error 1n said determination due to ﬁse of said

heparin giving said heparin concentration.
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- combining said heparin salt and said filler material;
= making a plurality of pledgets by lipophilizing a

‘mixed heparin salt and filler material;

-- placing one or more pledgets in a syringe;
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